
Northwood Elementary School Car Rider Arrival and Dismissal 2020-2021 School Year 

• The car rider line will turn and go down beside the school instead of going directly into the traffic circle.  
The line will go to the end of the building and turn around on the blacktop and then come back up to 
the circle.  Students will get in and out of cars at a numbered cone in the circle.  Please pull up to the 
cone so that the door your children will get in/out of the car is beside the cone.   

• In order to speed up the car rider line, please have your child practice buckling and unbuckling their 
own seat belt. 

• Cars should remain in the right lane of the drop-off circle (before and after dropping your children off).  
The left lane is reserved for buses.  Please wait in the line for cars in front of you to move instead of 
driving around other cars. 

• For safety reasons, students may only get out or in their vehicle from the passenger side of the vehicle. 

• Due to COVID health and safety guidelines, parents will not be able to walk your children into the 
building, so all students should be dropped off in the car rider line.  No parents should park and walk 
your child in. 

• In the mornings, do not let your child out of the car unless a staff member is at the cone.  The staff 
member will take your child’s temperature and ask you health screening questions before your child 
gets out of the car. 

• We encourage everyone to be on time each morning.  You may begin dropping your child off at 7:25, 
and the tardy bell rings at 7:50.  If you arrive after 7:50, you will need to walk your child to the front 
door and wait for a staff member to come take their temperature and ask you the health screening 
questions.  Do NOT drop your child off and leave before their temperature is taken. 

• In the afternoons, we ask that all parents stay in the car rider line to pick up your children.  You will not 
be able to safely park in either parking lot.   

• In the afternoons, pre-k students will dismiss at 2:00.  Pre-k parents can pull directly into the circle 
without driving to the back of the building.  Kindergarten through fifth grade parents should pull 
around behind the building to get in line for dismissal.  The first car should stop at the corner and not 
pull into the circle until you are directed to pull into the circle by a staff member.  Kindergarten 
through fifth grade students will be dismissed from class at 2:20. We will begin calling car riders to 
come to cones as soon as all car riders have left their classes and are ready for dismissal.  

• In order to avoid confusion at the end of the day and to make sure no cars are pulling in or out of the 
parking lot during bus dismissal, you will not be allowed to check your child out of school after 2:00.  If 
you need to pick your child up early, you will need to pick them up before 2:00.  However, you should 
only pick your child up early if you have an appointment.  Students may not be picked up early on a 
regular basis as a way of avoiding the car rider line.  Instruction goes to the end of the day, and your 
child will miss important instruction if they are picked up early.   

• For the safety of all students, no one will be allowed to pick students up in the car rider line without a 
car rider tag with the student’s name on it.  We will pass out car rider tags on the first day of school.  If 
you know that 4 people will be picking up your children at different times (mom, dad, grandma, and 
aunt), then you may get 4 tags with your children’s names on them.  We will use these car tags all year 
long.  No one (including parents) will be able to pick up children in the car rider line without a tag.  
This is not meant to be an inconvenience.  Rather, it is a way for us to ensure that all students go home 
safely and that no students go home with an unauthorized person. 

• In order to avoid confusion and ensure that we know how all students are getting home, we will only 
accept notices about changes in afternoon transportation through notes, emails or fax.  We need to 
receive these notices by 1:00 pm. 

We ask that everyone please follow these guidelines so that we can ensure the safety of all of our students.   


